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OPERATIONS OF COMPANY B, 26TH INFANTRY, (18T INFANTRY DI-
VISION) IN THE REDUCTION OF ENEMY POSITIONS IN THE HARYZ
MOUNTAINS 17-18 APRIL 1945,
(CENTRAL, EUROPE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal experience of a Company Cormmander)

INTRODUCTION

Thias monqgraph qoveré the opersations of Company B,
zéth Infantry,_lst Ues 8. Infantry Division in the Harz Moun-
talns, Germany, 17-18 Aprll 1945, during the Central Eurcpe
Campaign, |

‘This group of mountalns, the most northern chain in
Germeny, extending a length of 56 miles end an average width
of 18 miles (or spproximately 1,008 square miles) 1s a very
heavily wooded, mountalnous range whlch rises abruptly from
the plaln on every side, especially on the N.W. The city
of Nordhausen i1s situated on the southern slopes. The en-
'tire erea ig dominated by lofty Mount Brocken, the highest
mquntain in central Germany, reaching to an elevation of
3,746 feet, The Brocken rallroad has 1ps terminua atop this
pesk, (See Maps A end B). (1)

_ In ordexr to properly orlent the reader on events lead-
Ing up to the reduction of the Harz Mountslins area 1t is
‘deemed adviaable at thls point to return to the closing of
the Ruhr pocket on the eastern bank of the Rhine River, 1
April 1945. (See Map A)e. On this date units of the Flirst
end Ninth Armies msde contaect west of Paderborn, at Lipp-
stadt, thereby creating the largeat double envelopment in
the history of warfare. Entrapped were the whole of Germany

Army Qroup B and two corps of Army CGroup H. (2)
(l) A."'l, p. 505, 312’ 551, 552; (2) A"z’ p. 104; A‘s’ p.51.
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- The finsal coliépse of the pocket yielded 325,000 prison-
ers, Including 30 general officers and enormous quantities
of supplies. Twenty-one divisions were destroyed, including.
thrqe'pan#er, one ‘panzer grenadler and three parachute divi-
sions., (3) -

_ The encirclement and liquidation of the Ruhr was the
worst single defeat suffered by the Relch. 1In addltion to
the loss of a large number of her very best divisions, plus
vest quantities of millitary equipment, she also loast a great
portion of her heavy industries which were still in produc- |
tlon, thougﬁ erippled by the ailr forqes. (4)

Germany could not write Ofr the Ruh» and the Rhine River
defensive line and retire to a strong line in the rear be-
cause no such lline exlsted; the_Wbser and Elbe Rlvers were
barrlers of no great lmportance. For a further defense 1In
the west "the only possible ace in the hole -- the case ace --
was the Harz Mountains, an area as difficult and forbidding
militariiy as 1t was scanlc in peace time. There the enemy
' might hope to reassomble whatever forces he had on hand to
gtage a reverée Bastogne. It would take time to reduce the
mountains 1f for no other reason than the terraln, and when
defended by even the low caliber of troops at hand the area
might possibly hold out successfully enough to throttle down
the high-geared dpive into the vitals of the Reich", (5)

Upon the closing of the Ruhr pocket complete defeat was
facing Germany; the whole world was aware of this fact--pro-

bably including most of the Germens--but all the indications
(3) A-2, po 105; A-4, p. 99; (4) (B) A-B, pe 77,

4



were that her leaders planned to contlnue the struggle. Even
before the\Rhine was croased the success of the Allled cause
was no longer in doubt, a conviction that was undoubtedly
shared by the German Geﬁeral 3%aff. Continuance of the strug-
gle was by now merely evidence of Hitler's fanaticlsm. (6)
The gains made by the Allles in the Ruhr were of greab
importance, but probably of equal importance wes the fact
that a vast brlidgehsad had been secured from which the Su-
preme Commander, General Dwight D. Eiaehhower, could launch
an assault to accomplish the final objective asslgned to him
by the Combined Chief's of 3taff, the destruction of the Gera
men armed forces. (7) | |
When the eliminetion of the forces in the Ruhr had pro-
gressed far enough to present no threat to the Allies, Gener-
al EigenhOWQr turned his attentlon to the east for further
gains; here, three avenues of approach into Germany were open
to the forces under his commends: (8)
1, In the north, a route lsy across the north Germen
plains towards the Baltic énd Berlin, . (9)
2¢ In central Germeny, an easy advance was offered
from Kassel, through Erfurt end Leipzlg %o Dreaden as a re-
sult of the gap in the Qerman lines created by the entrapment
of the vast forces in the Ruhr pooket. (10}
3, In the south, an axis of advance was open through
Nurnberg and Regensburg, vla the Danube Valley lnto Austriae.
(11) | .
| .After welghing the relative edvantages which would ecw

(6) A-2, p. 965 (7) A-4, p. 96; (8) (9) {10} (11)
A-2, ps. 105, 106,



crus in the_adoption of eithgr of the three plans, Genexral
Elsenhower settled on plan 2, This thrust through to Dres-
den would cut Germany in two and afford the maximum degree

of flexibility for future operations, since the Allied forces
could then be switched fapidly to the north or south as the
sltuation developed. (12)

A8 & result of his decilsion to meke the maln thrust
across central Germany, Goneral Elsenhowenr instructed Gener-
al Omar N. Bradley, commending the 12th Army droup, to launch
en offensive wlth the central group of ermies, oconsisting of
the Flrst, Third and Ninth Armies, from the Kassel area to-
wards Leipzlg, He was to selze any opportunity of cspturing
a bridgehead over the Elbe River and be prepared for further
operatlons to theleast. (13)

~ on B April 1945 the malin Allied advences to the east

were launched with the First Ammy in the center, the Third
on the right, or southern flank, and the Ninth on the left,
or northern flank. (See Map A) (14) |

| | By 6 April the First Army was fighting on two froniss
to the weat to complete the. reduction of the Ruhr pocket
with the XVIII Alrborne Corps and the III Corps; and in the
east advancing towards the Elbe River wlth the V and VII
qupé. The ViI corps on the extreme left flank of the Army
zone and consisting of the 1st and 104th Infantry Divislons
R and the 3d Armored Division was to advance rapldly eastward,
by-pessing, but contalning, aﬁy resistence In the Harz Moun~

tains; the V Corps consisting of the 24 and 69th Infantry Di-
(12) (13) (14) A-2, ps. 105, 106,
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vislons and the 9th Armored Divislon was to advence east-
ward on the right, or southern, flank of the Army zone. (See
Mep A) (15) - |

THE GENERAL SITUATION

On 11 April 1945 in the VII Corps zone eleiments of the
104th Infantry Division were blocking the southern approaches
of the Harz Mountains to protect the rear and flenks of the
34 Armored Division which was in the viceinlty of Nordhsusen,
completing its preparations for a drive further to the oast.
The lst Infantry Divislon had advanced to, and entered, the
western edge of the mountains against increased resistance
which included road blocks, blown bridges, tanks, small arms
and bazooka fire, ZElements of the Ninth Army(‘ the 83d Infan-
try Divisioé}-were moving through the northern odge of the
Herz to effect a meeting with elements of the Flrst Avmy's
VII Corps on the eastern edge to complete an encirclement
of the mountelns and sever the corridor from the east, The
V Corps was to the south of the VII Corps (See MQP.B) and,
as was true of all elements of the 1l2th Army Group, advanc-
ing eastward, meking rspld progress, The Third Army was to
the south of the V Corps. By 15 April the 9th Infantry Di«
vision had been placed under the VII Corps and had assumed
control 6? a sector on the southeast corner of the Harz

Mountains., (8ee Map B} (16)
 THE DIVISION SITUATION-(11, 17 APRIL 1945) -

on 11 April the 1st U, 8. Infantry Division from 1ts
position on the left flank of the VII Corps (on the left

(156) A-3, ps. 57, 603 (16) A-2, p. 107; A-3, ps. 61-63,
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flank of the First Army) launched 1ts attack east through
the Harz Mountains to effect the reduction of this area of
spproximately 1,000 square miles of heavily wooded, and very
mounteinous, terrain., The 26th Infantry was on the_left, or
north, flank; the 18th in the center, and the léth on the |
rlght, or south, flank, ZElements of the 104th Infantry Divi-
slon were blocking the southern exits. (See Meap B) (;7)

In the Harz Mountalns the 1lst soon reslized that the
Germans were'defendihg the area with four corps instead of
only one, es had been thought--the Gth, 9th, 67th and 69th
Corps-with the overall command belng lnvested In the 1llth

Panzer Army. In addlition to these four corps there were

: large numbers of battle-groups formed from men who had drift-

ed into the ares from varlous units that had been overrun,
None of the corps organizations wers near the level of that
existing in the Wehrmacht's better days; however, there were
enough troops in the area to make the reduction of the Harz

a difficult task, especlally as there was glso a greaﬁ number
of 33 personnel present, plus a core of qxperieneed staffs
from dlvislons no longer in exlstence, to do the planning.

It was belioved that there were about 100,000 falrly well
orgenized troopa 1n the area, ‘

The berrsin in the Harz was as forbldding to an at-
tacker as could be found anywhere. The road net was more
limlted than in the Ardennes, and thogé capable of carrjing
hoavy trafflc were very easy to block, The number of trees

that could be felled across the roads at critical points was

(17) A‘B, P 10’7; A-3, Do 6l
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only limited by the nmumber of men avallable to hsndle saws.
The ares was réugher than the Hurtgen Forest becausé the woods
were thicker and the ground more broken by ravines, hills and
draws, The windlng rbads could be cratered at a moments |
.. notice. For defense of the ﬁarz'the Germans had supporting
weapqné in strepgth which gave them equality, if not superi-
ority, in all except artillery. (18)

| The morning of 17 April found the division deep in the
Harz stronghold, disposed on a lins running génerally‘from
Toffhaua to & polint jJust northweat of Braunlage through
Benneckensteln to a polnt east of Ellrich where the Sth and
1st Division boundaries joined in the south. (See Mep B).
The Reglments wereldiaposed on the line in the same manner
as on the 11 April, (19)

The advance of the diviaion 11-17 April had been made
against increasing reslstance and rapldly lmproving organi-
zation of units; the effect of the stragglers pouring in
from units belng overrun in the east and in the Ruhr pocket
was being felte (20)

THE REGIMENTAL SITUATION AND PLAN OF ATTACK

On the morning of 17 April, the 26th Infantry, com-
mended by Lleutenant Colonel Francls Murdock, was dlsposed
on the left of the division as.foliows: (See Map C)

The 2d Battallon, commanded by Lieutenent Colonel
Derril M. Danlel, was dlsposed around ﬁJ 34 just south of
Torfhaus, (21) o

- The 1st Battallon, commanded by Lisutenant Colonel
Frenk Dulligen, was dlsposed around'Rd 35 and the dem of
(18) A-B, p. 80; " (19) A-~7, ps. 262, 263; (20) A-5, ps.

8l, 82; (21) 4-8; 'S8tatement of Major Thomas J. Gendron
(8-3, 24 Bn at time). |



Oder Lake, (22) | |
_ The 3d Battalion, Qommanded by Major Welter M. Nation,
was disposed around RJI56; Just northwest of Breunlage. (23)
The plen called for the regiment to continue the drive
oastward through the Harz, At 0900, 17 Aprll, the 24 end 3d
Battallons were to move out in the attack, the former upon
the town of Schlerke and the latter upon the town of Braun-
lage, When Brauniage was secured the lst Battalion was to
move from l1ts position at Oder Lake, pass through the 3d Bat-
tallon and secure Elend, The lst and 24 Battalions would
make contact between 8Schlerke and Elend, (See Map C) (24)
THE BATTALION SITUATION

_ On the morning of 17 Aprll 1945 the 1lst Battallon was
diqused.in the vieinlty oflRJ 35 and the Oder Lake dam, bq-
tﬁeqn the‘gd and SdlBattalion, with C Company on the right,
A on the left and B around RJ 35; Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company and D Compeny were located near the west
end of the Oder Lake dame (See Map C) B Company was com-
manded by the author. (25)

THE BATTALION AND COMFPANY PLAN OF ATTACK

At about 0800 on the morning of 17 April all companies
of the lst Battalion were alerted by telgphone_for 8 1mMove
to the east; ordered to start assembling, and all company
commanders were to report to the Command Post for orders,
At the Command Post everyone was 5rought up-to-date on the
situatiqn;'instructions_had been glven the previous‘evening_
to ezpéct an sbtack towards Elend the following day. It was
(22) A-é; Porsonal knowledge; (23) A-10; 3Statement of
Capbain Welter Sbevens, (S-3, 54 Bn ab time); (24) A-8;

A-9: Personal knowledge; (25) A~8; &~9; Personal know-
ledge.
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learned from Colonel Dulligan that the 24 and 3d Battalions
were moving out at 0900 towards their assigned objectives,
Schlerke and Braunlage, respectlvely. At 1500 the lst Bat-
talion would move through the 3d in Braunlsge (after it had
bpen_secured) and continue towards Elendiin a column of ¢ ome
_pan;es with B in the lead, followed by A, the battalion com-
mand group, C and then D, followed by Headquarters Company,
A Oompany was to be prepared to deploy to either side of the
road lesding into Elend, and to assist B in capturing the
town if necessary. C Company was to be battallion reserve,
Tha.Blmm mortar'platoon of D Gompany was to go into position
west of Breunlage to deliver supporting fires, B and A
Gpmpanies.wera each to have two tenks and two TDs attached
for the operation, effective at once; thelr commenders to
report to each company Command Post. Twoe observers, artillery
and 8lmm mortar, were to feport to B Company's Command Post
et onceo.

- The line of departure would be the eastern edge of
Braunlage; the time of attack at 1500 hours. (26)

It was felt that very 1ittle.oppoaition, if any, would
Ibe_encountered prior to reaching the rallroed overpass at
48, just west of Elend. (See Map C) The S-2 felt that thls
overpass would be destroyed by the Germans prior to the bat-
talion reaching it end that the high rallroad embankment
wost of the town would.be strongly defended. {27)

- Upon reachlng Elenqu Company would turn north and _
follow the street around to 5O and wou1d establish poslitions

(26) "A-9; Personal knowledge; (27) A-5; Personal know-
leodge.
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batweeﬁ 51 and 53 on the eastern edge; A Company would follow
B and'occupy the north sectlon of town, meking contaﬁt with
B at 613 ¢ Gompany would occupy the south aéction of town,
contacting B at 53 and A north of 54. _

Mortars would be set up to fire to the east of town,
8trong polnts would be esteblished at 51 and 53.

The aid station and battalion emmunition dump_wére to be
in Braunlage, near the LD, until Elend was secured.

Distance to Braunlage from RJ 35, 4 miles; from Brsun
lage to HElend, 3.5 mlles,

¢ Company would march to the assembly ares 1n Braunlage;
other oompaﬁies would be shuttled by all available tranépor-
tation, _(28)

Returning to hls Commend Post at RJ 35 the B Companj
Commgnde? or1ented all platoon leaders, plus attachmenta, of
811 he had learned at the battalion Command Post and issued
1 these additional inastructions: the company would move into
an assembly area in Brsunlage Just in rear of the LD, short-
ly after the 34 Battellon had secured 1t, on all| avallable
‘transportation, -- tanks, TDs, and the three company 1/4 ton
vehicles; upon arrival in town platoon leaders, tank and TD
commanders, plustobservera.would report to the head of the
colurmmn at the eastern edge of town., The compeany|would move
up to the LD in Braunlage in the following orderi 2d Platoon,
commeanded bﬁ Lisutenant James Cummingham; 1st Plﬁtoon, cormands
od by Lieutenant Florlen Lis; 3d Platoon, commanded by T/Sgt

Oscar Davidson; B Company's weapons platoon; the|two tanks
(28)  A-9; Personal knowledge.
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and the two TDs, with company headquarters, under Lieutenant
Anthony Matukonls, at the resr of the column. (29)
At about.llso word was recelved from battallon that the

Sd Battalion had entered Braunlage and was clearing 1t. At
this time the company commander took Lieutenant Cummingham,
one messenéer, radio operator and driver and departed for
Brzaunlage to make a reconnalasance and to locate the LD,
The executive officer, Lleubtenant Matukonls, waes instructed
to keep the company smlerted and ready to move into town, and
was advised that Lieutenant Cummingham would be back shortly
"$0 gulde ‘hlm down into Braunlage. At the weafern edge of
Braunlage the 3d Battallon 8-3, Captain Walter D, Stevens,
was contacted; he stated that I Company, under Captaln Claude
Croft, was still cleaning out the.eastern edge of town, B
Company ¢ormander and hls party moved on through and located
Ceptain Croft near the road leading towards Elend, oclearing
the last few bulldings, He stated that the (Germans appesared
to be falling back towards Elend and to the south of the
Elend road and that he felt certain B Company would meet
atiff resiastance before reaching 48, He suggested that B
| - Compeny cross the LD in a deployed formation wlth an aépeoial
alertness for trouble from the south. (30)

' After_a reconnalssance of the sastern edge of Braunlage
snd the LD, Lieutenant Cummlngham returned to guide the com-
peny from RJ 35 to the forward assembly area, B Company Corm-

mander remained near the LD observing down the road towards

BElend,
(29) (30) Personal knowledge.
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At about 1400 B Gompany entered Braunlage on vehlcles,
dismoun;ed and moved towards the LD 1n the formatlion pre-
seribed, Soon afterwards the remainder of the battellon moved
into the forward essembly aresa, (31)

Platoon leaders, obgervers, TD and tank commanders re-
ported at the head of the column, near the LD at the sastern
edge of Braunlage, where the following orders were lssued:

B (ompany to cross the LD at 1500 hours wlth two platoons
sbreast, the lst on ﬁhe_left and the 24 on the right of the”.
rpad legding into Elend, with_contaot between platoons belng
maintained on the road, The company commend group would
follow at about 75 - 100 yards followed by the 3d Platoon,
ready to be conmitted to elther side of the rcad, but belng
especlally alert toyards the »ight flank, The two tanks,

two TDs, the Gbmm mortar section and the company hesadquarters
group would follow, under control of the executive officer.
The light mechine?section was attached to the 24 Platoons |
Esch rifleman was issued a second bandolier of smmunition

end everyone was lsgsued a one-third X ratlon, to be consumed
in event the company was too occupled to be served a hot meal
that nlght,

The weather ﬁaa warm and sunny and the ground very soft
from the thaws; the nights were cold, |

The combabt strength of Company B at this time was ap-
proximately 120 EM and 4 offlcers.

Thoe radlo communlcatlons for the company congisted of

an SCR 536 for the company commender, each platoon leader,

(31.) Personal knowledge; A-9,
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the 1light machine gun sectlion and two in the 80mm mortar
section; two SCR 300 -- one for the company commender and
one for the executlve officer. (32)

THE ATTACK ON ELEND (17 APRIL).

At 1500 B Sompany moved across the LD in the formation
prescribed by the company commeander and had’progreséed about
800 yards when Lisutenant Cunningham called for a halt over
the 536, end asked that the "tin cans" (TDs and tanks) be
moved up. He and Liéutenant'Lia had requested that the tanks
and TDs be kept back in the column and aént up when neesded,
The company commander signaled the arﬁor forward and pro-
ceeded along the road with them to where Cunningham was stand-
ing in the road at 41, His platoon was deployed to the right
of the road in the thick woods, 40, and the lst Platoon, un-
der Iis, was deployed to the left of the road on the bare
ridge, 39; both platoons had taken cover. (8ee Map C) This
ridge_sloped gontly down to the bridge at 43, over Bremke
Creek, while on the other slde the ground rose very sharply
to the crest of the ridge 44, North of the road the area
.east of the ¢reek was heavily wooded while on the south it
wags virtuslly bare--éxactly opposlte from the terrain on the
wostern side, where the company was halted, (8ee Map C) (33)

Atl44 two enemy medlum tanks were backlng into pesition
with thelr S8mm weapons pointing towards B Company, approxi-
mately 800 yards distant; they had good vislbillty almost all
the Wgy'into Braunlage but had not observed B Company's move-

ments, It wag planned to move the twe tanks attached to B
(32) (33) Personal knowledge.
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Company to the left on the road and leave the two TD's on
the road and all four flre, at a given slignal, on the two
enemy tanks. However, the gunner in one of the tanks be-
ceme over anxious and fired at the left rear of the lef't Ger-
man tank; the round penetrated 1t causing 1t to burst into
flames immediately. The gunner in the other tank quickly
fired his weapon at the remalning German tank, but the round
richocheted off the turret. At this moment the Germans blew
up the bridge over Bremke Creek and the resulting duét cloud
blotted everything from view, affording the other tank an
opportunity to pull beck over the crest of rildge 44 and
escape., The tanks, and TD's which ﬁp untll now had not
fired, began firing blindly over the crest of 44. Later 1t
was discovered that they hit, and burned, & (German personnel
carrief which was not in vliew on ridge 44, loaded wlth troops.
All were killed and burned. At thls time such an intense
artlllery and indirect tank fire concentration came down on
38, that an immediate advance towards Bremke Creek was order-
ed oﬁer the 536's, The men of the lst Platoon at 39 moved
through the artillery towards the creek. (34) |

Up untlil now no small srms fire had been noted, but as
the two assault platoons approached the creek a terrific hall
of maschlne pistol, machlne gun and rifie filre greeted them
from dug-in positions on the eastern bank of the creek and
frum_the slopes of the ridge at that point. Ageln both
'platoons,took cover, and the two tanks and two TD's moved

down and thoroughly covered the areas north end south of the

(34) Personal knowledge; A-9,
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brldge wlth polnt blank cannon flre, Whlle this was happen-
ing the two assault platoons, under the leadershlp of theiw
.1eﬁders - hoth platoon and squad leaders - moved up to wlthin
assaulting distance of the enemy positions and took up the
fight, with every weapon firing as rapldly as possibdle.
Through radlo contact the two platoons moved out at the same
time {after Lieutenant Cunninghem hed ordered the tanks %o
stop) firing every weapon st a very rapld rate. The platoons
kept up this withering rifle fire and moved across the creek
and up on the ridge at 44,-either killing or driving all the
Gefmans before them., This was an excellent demonsatration

of tank-infantry action and effective "Marching Fire" on the
battlefleld, (35)

After the high rldge at 44 was secured the remalnder
of the coﬁpany moved_d§wﬁ to 43, The &0mm mortars were set
up. ALl 'small arms fire had ceased and very little artil-
lery was felling in the area., The remainder of the battallon
was 8%11l in Braunlage.

A raéonnaissance made at 1530 revealed that the bridge
across Bremke Creek was destroyed, that the area was too
mearshy for the tanks to ford, and that there was no by-pass.
A radlo call was made to battalion for engineers and a dozer
to meke a crossing over the creek. At about 1545 an engineer
officer and a platoon of engilneers wlth a bull-dozer moved
'down and started working to repalr the bridge sufficlently
for the tanks to cross over; he_astimated it would taeke from

5.4 hours to finish the repairs, This platoon of engineers

(35) Personal knowledge; A-9.

17



.had been attached to the battalion for the operation.

A check made of the eastern bank of Bremke Creek ré-
vealed that the Germens were defendling from foxholes, wilth
six machine guns emplaced near the bridge and on the slopes
of the high ridge eaast of the creek. Eight machine pistolg
end a large number of rifles were discovered; also several
rocket launchers, Evidentlj the troops présent on the posli-
tion had no desire to defend against point blank tank fire
and the marching fire from the M-l rifle, (36)

At about 1600 vehicles were heard moving around in the
woods north of the bridge, in the vicinity of 42, The 34
Platoon was committed on the north flank of the company's
direction of aedvance, across Bremke Creek, to tle in with
the lst Platoon on the left and to ﬁard off any counterattack
that mlight come down the creek, The two tanks were disposed
to cover that approsch and the two TD's placed to cover
Bremke (reek to the south.,

At this time a wire line was brought down to the Com~-
mand Post from battalion by vehicle. The battﬁlion commandey
was informed of all that had transplired, and permission ﬁaa
given to the company commander upon request to hold up until
the ténks could crosa the creek to accompany the attacking
platoons., When he learned that the support platoon of B
Company had been committed to the north he 1nafructed its
company comménder that A Compeny would move a platoon, wlth
tﬁp light machine guns gttached, up and tle in with the 2d
Platoon on the south to proﬁact the right flank for the 2-4

{368) Personal knowledge,
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hours 1t-wou1d.take the englneers to repalr the bridge,
Also, he instructed the company commander to use his own
Judgement as to further offensive actlon towards Elend that
evening; 1f he could move on into town, to do so, but 1f he
felt that 1t could not be accomplished he would have the
company dlg 1n on present position and feaume the attack the
next morning, 18 april, (37)

From the rlght of 44 Lieutenant Cunninghem dlspatched
a combat patrol into the rosds to his right to search for
eneny positions; from these woods his platoon could be swept
by grazing flre. The patrol destroyed two machine guns there,
capturing part of their personnel.

At sbout 1645 a patrol was dlspatched down the road to-
wards Elend with the misslon of locating eny road blocks
further to the east and to proceed, 1f possible, to the rall-
roed overpass at 48 (See Map C) fto determine 1f 1t had been
destroyed, IA short while later strong small arms filring
could be heard several hundred yards along the road, and -
about 1745 the patrol returned with the news that about 700
yards slong the road towards Elend was a small unguarded road
block of trees, and gbout 1700 yards from 44 another had been
encountered that was approximately 76 yards in width coveréd
by heavy small amms fire. The patrol had come under fire |
here snd had had some difficulty in extricating itself. The
Ioverpaas had not been resched. The patrol leader pointed out
the location of the covered road block on the ground and on

. the mpp and the forward observer brought artillery fire down
(37) Personal knowledge.
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on the position, |

_ While thils arti;lery fire wes belng placed on the enemy
road block flve U, 3. fighter planes sppeared from the éouth-
'_ east, and thoroughly sirafed: the town of Elend for approxi-
mately 20 minutes, and then dlsappeared to the northwest.
Evidently they had located German vehicles moving in the
town, The battalion commander then called for, and received,
en artillery TOT of 5 minutes placed on the town., (38)

‘At 1830 the englneeras had repaired_the bridge sufficlent.
1y to allow the attached armor to cross. From 44 the move
towards Elend was resumed, having been declded after a con-
fereﬁoe wlth the platoon leaderé thet 1t wonld be better %o
push on with the attack that evening rather than walt untll
the following morning. The hattalion was notifieduby Lieu-
tenant Metukonis via telephone and the other companies began
mqving.out on the road to Elend, The platoon from A Compeny
continued protecting the south flank, while the 3d Platooﬁ
of B Company remalned on the company's left flank; both
platoons had been instructed to move in close to the road
(the route of advance) to facilitate control.

The first tree road block past 44 wes reached, secured
by the rifle platoons, and removed by the engineers in about
30 minutes, It was now about 1930, and dark; contact and
control had becamebdifficult. The radios were stlll operat-
ing, | |

Yehlculer movemenf was heard to the north and when bat-

tallen ﬁas informed, the other two platoons of A Company were

(38) Personal knowledge; A-~B,
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commnltded on that flank,

' The second tree road block was reached and secured by
the assgﬁlt platoons at about 2030, and the englneers, who
had been attached to B Gompany et 43 for thé duration of the
operation, moved up to reduce it, This block was about 100
yards in width and thought to be mlned, but a cloge inspec-
tlon revealed none present, Like the other block, this could
not be by-passed due to the terrain and heavy woods; by
necesslity a passage had to be forced, The bull-dozer, by
iifting 1ts blade, was finally sble to drive through this
block of smaller treea; the engineers asslsted by sawling
sﬁme of the trees., Thls block was no longer covered by fire;
the artillery and mortar fire placed there_earlier in the
evenling apparently had been effective. (39)

While the removal of this large road block was taking
place a very heavy ralnstorm arose, completely blotting out
all vision and maeking work on the block and control of the
company extremely difficult., The SCR 536's were\no longer
in operation, and contact by the SCR 300 was very infrequent,
Messengers were being utilized for all measagés. _

All trees of any size along the road to Elend had been
nicked for road block purposes, . |

The road block was finally puéhed sside, and at 2200
B Company resumed 1lts advange towardg lts objectives The
rain had elmost ceased but the unusual darkness, coupled
with a strong wind, made control very diffionlt.

At gbout 2230, 2-53 track vehlcles were heard directly

(39) Personal knowledge.
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to the front of B Company but were not viaible; they moved
down the rosd into Elend, After the company passed and se~
cured the trall on the north that ended on the road near 48
it was realized that these vehicles were those heard earlier
in the evenlng, (40) |

At about 2300 both assault platoons sent word to the
company commander that they had ¢losed up to ﬁhe rallroad em-
bankment and were sending patrols to 1ts crest to determine
1f it were defended; in addition, Lisutenant Cunningham was
sending a_patrol to the overpass to determine i1f it had been
dést;qyed. At gbout 2330 hours word was sent back from both
platoons that the embankment was not defended and the over-
peass had not been destroyed and apparently“was undefended;
Cuminghamts patgql had advénced through 1t to RJ 34, In-
atructions'were 1zsued to both'platoon leadsrs on the road,
to move to the road and pass rapidly through the underpass
with the 24 Platoon leading; at RJ 64 the 24 Platoon would
turn north and move down the right side of the street towards
56; (See Hap C) the lst Platoon would parallel 1% on the left
slde of the street. They would converge on 50 and the lst
Platoon would extend north to 51 and the 24 towards 53; the
3d Platoon would pass through end extend from the 2d Platoon
on over to ¢ Company at 53, The tanks and.TDs wonld be dis«
posed at SO and 51 after the town was secured. Bulldings
were not to be searched untll the entlre town was sealed off
on the eastern side. The leader of the A Compeny platoon was

instructed to walt at 48 until A moved up and then report

(40} Personal knowledge.
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back to its CO.

At 2345 B Company started 1ts movement through town and
by 2400 had reached 1its objective -- the eastern edge of town.
The other companles moved in and the town was secured. (41)

CONSOLIDATION IN ELEND (18 APRIL)

- B Company, with the rest of the battalion, continued to
consolidate on positlons., The enemy had been takep by sur-
prise at the appearance of thilis battslion in Elend. Prisoners
were rounded up and sent to the rear durlng the entire day.
No resistance was offered other then a small patrol that came
in from the north near 51 at about 0600;_it was ellimlnated,

It was dlscovered that the entlire town was fllled with
hospltals.

At sbout 1000 battallon sent down information that a
battery of (5) 120mm horse-drawn cannon had been reported
.located Northwest of Elend near 49; (See Map C) B Company |
would locate and capture 1it. A patrol was sent out and ab
sbout 1130 returned wlth the news thet it had been located
and lts complement captured -- one youthful member of the
‘Hitler Jugend (found asleep under a gun) and five horses
(ridden back into town by members of the patrol). A detall
frqm Headquarters Company was gulded out to demollish the
pleces, (42) _

At sbout 1400 five U. 8. fighter planes appeared from
the‘southeast and were welcomed by the battallon as they pass-
od over; a few seconds later they reappeared from the north-

west and strafed the town on three passes and were over for
(41) (42) Personal knowledge; A-Q.
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the fourth;whan B Company signal panels were dlsplayed along
with smoke. They passed over and continued to the North-
west. Later it was.Learned they had seen the German trucks
moving ﬁround the town (driven by men of the battalion) and
had agsumed it waa still occupled by the Germsns as on the
previous day. In this strafing no one was injured; fortuﬁatew
1y all rounds landed at the edge of town. |

On 17 April the 2d Batbalion in its attack towards
‘Schierke had been able to progress only to 38 where, in the
face of stiff enemy reslstance, 1t had hsalted for the night;
on 18 April Schlerke was entered and cleared, and on 19 April
contact was established with A Company of the lst Battalilon
on the high ground between Elend and Schierke, (43)

In its atfeck upon Elénd B Company captured 100 Germans;
many others were kllled., One EM was killled; five others,
Including the executive’officer, Llientenant Matukonis, were
wounded in thils action,

_ In 1ts movement towards Eiend from Braunlage C Company
was able tq round up sanother 150 Germans and, upon moving
into Elend, captured another 200 in the southern aector'of
towmn, The totel prisoner haul for the battalion for 17-18
Aprll was epproximately 600,

__.To all intents and purposes this ended serious opposi-
tlon in the Harz Mountalns; the open corrlder to the east
was severed on 18 April in the 9th Infantry Bivision zone and -

on 21 Aprll the last organlized reslistance in the Harz area

(43) Personal knowledge; A~B,
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. ceased, (44) | _

In retraclng the coursse of the abttack on Elend the B
Compsany Commander found that in sddition t:'the enemy posi-
tions disposed of at 43 on 17 Aprlil and the two road blocks
reduced east of 43, an AT gun at 45 polnting towards 44, two
tanks at 47Iaﬂd one multiple mount dual purpose 88mm énti-_
| airqraft wespon at 46 had all been overrﬁn during the night
of 17 April; all were in working order, but, like the per-

- sonnel manning the artillery battery niorthwest of Elend,
these men had come in td'surrender on the 18th, when they
found the battalion several hundred vards to thelr rear. (45)
_ Besldes the 500 Germans captured 17«18 April SOO'more
were rounded up 19-21 April, including 1 Major @Genersl, Dur-
ing the redﬁction of the Harz Mountains the 1st Division
captured 30,343 enemy troops and these, when added to those
taken by the adjacent units walling up the other sides of the
trap, made o grand total of 73,490 taken in the aresa, (46)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICTSM

_ in meking a study of this cperation, 1% 18 felt by the
guthor that this operation could have been a Very Gifficult
one had the Germans made a greater effort at putting up a
more intensive defense., If this had been done the mission
glven to B Company to drive on Elend and secure it might have
been too great; it would have been more appropriate for two
compeanles b6 attack abreest. Witness the attack by the 2d
Battalion on Schilerke; the town could not be taken on the
17th becauss of the fierce resistance offered by the'Genmans

(44) A-2, pe. 102; (45} Personal knowledge; (46) A-9;
A"B’ pg 85. ) '
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west of the town, 1t being well up in the day of the 18th
before 1t was cleared, Before then the lst Battalion.had
already secured Elend, to the south and slightly to the east
of Schierke.

~ The force facing the 1lst Battallon on the 17th of Aprill
was equal to or greater in strength than the'battalion but
was not as well organlzed, or as closely knlt, Morale and
esplrit de corps were high‘throughout the 1lst Battalion and
the men were in an excellent frame of mind., They could see
the early end of the war snd themselves as the conquerors.
Many of the old seasoned veteranslhad returned from the
hospital; a large percentage of these had been fighting
the Germans slnce Africa and were happy to be back for the
kill, or finish, Casualtles had been rather light in B
Company for the past several days, congequently, it had a
comparatively large force in the line. In sharp contrast,
the Germans were very low in splrits and morale, knowing
the end was not far off and that their ceuse in the Harz
was hopeless. Only the large numbers of SS troops could
keep the Wehrmacht in line and reslsting; however, an 38
trooper in the rear waes an excellent excuse for reslstance,

On the night of 16 Aprll when the battalion cloaad at

Ry 35 the commander informed the company commenders to ex-
pect an attack upon Elend the followlng day; B Company was
to lead the attack. It is felt that a more detailed recon-
nalssance should have been made by the B Company Commander
from the_time_the attack order was lissued at 0830 until the

LD was crossed at 1500; he left for Braunlage after the 3d
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Battallon had entered it at 1130, TIf he had gone down and
witnessed the type of resistance the 3d Battalion was en-
countering it would have been to his sdvantege. When heu
woent forward at 1130 he took with him only the one platooﬁ
leadey whose platoon was due to lead out of Braunlage in
the tentative plans made at RJ 35, He should have taken
the leaders of the assaulting platoons (lst and 2d) or,
better still, all platoon leaders. The company executive,
a very superior officer In every respect, was very capable
of readying the company for combat, assisted by the lst
Sergeant and the platoon Sergeants, and moving them to the
LD, However, thils fallure was off-set somewhat by the com-
pany commender having hls attack order ready for hls sub-
ordinates when the company moved up to the LD at 1400; they
had approximately 50 minutes left In which to reconnolter
the LD and brief thelr squad leaders, while thelr platoon
sergeants and assistant squad leadera were readying the
platoons and squads,

The instructlons lssued by the babttallon commander 1in
hls orders were brlef, but sufficlent for the purpose; sach
company commender knew his company's role. It was felt that
the epemy'a weskenling resistance and his apparent state of
confusion warranted an attack on Elend in a column of com=
panies in a hard drivingleffort to close in behlnd him be--.
tween Elénd and Schilerke, thereby creating a pocket,

 The compeny commenders wore not informed that Elend was
almost entirely a hospltal town, It seems that the 3-2
should have known %this., If B Company Commander had been in-
formed hls pleans mlght have been made differently; 1t was
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not the custom of the Germans to defend close to, or 1nsid§,
g small hospltal town.

The declslon to have the two tanks ahd two TDs move ab
the end of the company column was sound in this case, With
: Iboth platoons well deployed along the sides of the road end
Lieutenant Cunninghdm moving down the road observing to the
front, the assaﬁlt platoons were able to advance to line 39 -
40 - 41 without the nolse and dust created by armor, drawlng
attentlon to their lines. The two enemy tanks at 44 could
have ceused considerable casualtles in B Company had they
been alert for the advancing troops., As it was, Lleutenant
Cunningham and the company commander were able to properly
deploy ell four vehlcles to firing positilons without belng
detectéd, though only a@proximabely 800 yards separated the
opposing vehiclea; only after one had been hit and was burn-
ing did the other detect the U. S. armor,

It 1s difficult to understand why the Germans placed so
much artillery fire on 39 where the men had some cover be-~
hind the logs, large boulders and folds in the ground, rather
than on the woods at 40 where the tree bursts could have al-
most eliminated the 2d Platoon where 1t was halted for the
short time the armor was ongaged.

" When the assault platoon had been helted by the intense
small arms fire from 43 and 44 the armor moved up to Lleu-
tenant Cunningham without hesitation, and thoroughly covered
the entire area until ordered to coase by Cunninghem so the
Infantry could take over. Thls was en excellent example of

. tank-infantry cooperatlon in the attack.
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The movement up the slopes of 44 behind a wall of wlther-
ing.amall arms fire was an excellent example of what 1s known
as marching fire. Whlle the armor was covering the area with
fire the platoons closed up to the creek, and each man fired
2-8 clips of ammunitlon; when the tank fire ceased they stood
up and moved ﬁp 44, firlng rapldly all the wgy. Casualtles
suffered in this action conslsted of 1 EM killed end 2 EM and
1 officer wounded, r

After 44 had been secured it became apparent the Gérmans
hed plenned en ambush at thls bridge. They had expected the
company to move down the long sloplng hill from 41 to 43 in
a column of platoons with the armor near the front (the usual
method) and had planned to destroy the bridge after the ermor
had oroased, or while sti1l on the bridgé, and then destroy
thg tanks and TDs as they turned broadsldes in an effort to
tﬁrn around and get back up to 41, In the meantlime the dug-
in infantry would destroy B Company, whlle the Germens abt 42
would drive a line in rear to separate the company from bat-
talion essistance. The alertness of Lieutenant Cunningham
provented the success of thls plan,

- The attack from 44 towards Elend was launched just prlor
to darkness and the company commander realized_that darkness
would find him moving towards the town, some two miles or
more awey, through at least two road blocks and possibly more.
This 1s agalnst the doctrine of éhort limlted attacks aﬁ
nlght, but it was felt that the eagerness of the men of B
Company to move on and the apparent wopkening resistance was

worth the risk involved, especially with the reat of the bat-
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tallon to the rear. The Company coﬁmander should have taken
steps, prior to resumling the attack from 44, to secure better
communications; more SCR 300, and 536 could have been secur-
ed from battalion for.this attack, Also, aszault wire could
have been followlng the two attacking platoons., This would
heve facilltated control throughout the advance and especial-
ly when the rainstorm arose and created the Iinky blackness
that -1t did and.put.the radlos out of operation.

On the road into Elend the bull-dozer was used very
sﬁccessfully_on the two tree road blocks; the blade was qulte
adept 1n pushlng aslde the hasty blocks made by Telling trees
acposs the road, ‘

In Elend the following day, 18 April, the battallon was
fortunate in not loslng any personnel from the astrafing re-
ceived at léOO from the five U, S, fighter planes. Allowlng
the men to drive these captured German vehlcles around the
area was negligence'on the part of the officers and NCOs.

To sﬁm up the results of the attack on Elend 17-18 April
1945= The lst Battalioﬁ accompllished its mission of captur-
ing and securing the town and moving in rear of the;Germans
defending so vigorously in the vicinlty of Schierke., A large
number of prisoners were taken} plus an artlllery battery,
one AT gun, three tanks, one multiple mount duél purpose 88mm
AA guni a personnel carrief loaded witb infantyry was destroy-
ad and its occupants killed and burned.

o LESSONS
Some of the lessons emphsasized by this operatlon aret

1, That all orders in combat be clear, brief, concise

end timely. The lst Battalion Commander's order included
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everything that the company commanders needed to know. Fre-
vious operations by the battelion and the understanding by
everyone obvlated the necesslty of some details in his or.
ders. |

"2, If suffiolent time 1s available prior to an attack,
every attempt should be made to get all platoon leaders up
tgnéhe LD for 8 reconnaisaance. In this operation, the B
Gompany commgnder falled to do this, though possessing suf-
flielent time, |

Se In making an attack don't a1Ways follow the ‘same

pattemn, especially along a road, an ambugh can be placed to
fzzmgfknown formation, Study the terrain, 1f possible, and
try to antlclpate where the enemy might place hls defenses
and then alter attack plans accordingly.

4. Aﬁequate communication is very vital to the succeaa-
ful conduct of an attack. Don't depend altogether on radios,
especially the SCR 5363 1f time permits, and you oan do B0,
secure additional radios, 536's and 300's. If possible
string wire and maintain telephone contect with the assault-
ing platoons,

_ 5. 0ld method of infantry establishing a>mmnnication
with the tanker by_pounding on the side of the tank wlth a
large stick was found inadequate,

B The resorve plahoon ahpuld be 8o located and diapoaed

- e
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that it can be Quickly committed to assist the forward move-
ment of the assgulting platoon. o
7. The bull-dozer is a good vehicle to assist in remov-

ing haatiiy ostablished tree road blooks In the pursult stage.

31



Bs If the attack slows down, or stops, aggressive

patrolling to the front and Flanks will pay dividends; ab-

P ikt

tempt to keep the enemy located to the front and, flanks .

9. If a night attack is contemplated, make every pre-
paration possible prior to moving acrosa the LD, é short
objectivq 1s best, but under certaln circumstances, l.e.
disintegrating enemy reslstence, a caleulated risk mey be
adviseble to take a more distent objective, 2-3 miles.

104 The btank itself is an excellant "weapon" for furnish-
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ing shock action to an attacking force. The aggressive tank
comtiander that wiliymoﬁ;khis vehicle up ‘as close as possible
to lend fire support is of tremondous value to the atbacking
infantry echelons, The new T/0 that places the Tank Company
in the Infantry Regiment should be a great lmprovement. The
Infantry and Tank Plaboons ghould have excellent opportunlty

to train together.
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